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Successful Step - My Evolving Path

In English Debate

Embracing Change

Come to think of it, | was quite nervous but excited when | joined the English
debating team. It felt like a new step—a path to somewhere different, not just reading
English words aloud like a statue. Of course, | had no idea where it would lead at that

moment.

Fortunately, my excitement outweighed my nervousness. | have never regretted
the decision to join the English debating team. It has been a fun and educational

experience so far, and | believe | made the right choice.

Debate is not just about competitions
or speaking; it’s about exploring the
art of English and allowing yourself to
speak from the heart.

Tan Edgar S3
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Growth Through Experience

The English debating team has given me numerous
opportunities to participate in competitions. Not only
has it helped enhance my speaking skills, but it has
also improved my rational thinking, improvisation,
and communication skills. | quickly realized that
debate isn't that simple. It requires preparing rebuttals
and arguments with your partners, which is already
complicated enough, and you also need to think of
solutions to handle tough rebuttals and situations —
there’s a lot to manage.

Additionally, my social circle has greatly expanded.
Thanks to the English debating team’s missions, |
developed closer relationships with my partners through
collaboration. | also made friends from both senior
and junior forms. This experience has gradually made
me more extroverted; I’'m no longer afraid to chat with
seniors or support younger teammates.



| still have a lot to share with all of
you, to be honest. Debate is not just
about competitions or speaking; it's
about exploring the art of English
and allowing yourself to speak from
the heart. | wonder if you all like
debating too? Consider joining us—
the English Debating Team.

| couldn’t satisfy my curiosity, so | took another
step forward. This time, | wanted to improve
my overall English skills, including listening
to my opponent’s speeches, writing my own
speeches, and, most importantly, enhancing my
speaking skills such as gestures, expressions,
and body language. While | have participated in
various public speaking clubs, | felt that joining
the school’s English debating workshop would
provide a more focused environment for my
growth. | really hope this step will transform me

m‘ into a more skillful, confident, and successful
? S ‘ debater in the future.

g and Critical Thingg
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8 Affirmative

40" Sing TaelInter-School Debating Competition

| feel like | am walking step by step on this debating
path. As | mentioned before, | still don’t know where this
path will lead me or how far it will take me, but one thing
is for sure: | want to become a better English speaker
and a more confident debater. The only way to discover
the destination is to keep moving forward, step by step,
just as | am doing right now!

m

Oulr strong team with guiding teachers and members
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Toastmasters YLP (Youth Leadership Program)

Public Speaking Journey - Your decision, your future.
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Jessica Jim S2

Follow me and close your eyes. Do you see anything? | assume you see nothing but pitch black.
However, | see my future, a dazzling bright future of continuing my path as a public speaker.

From Reluctance to Revelation

Going back to February, | was introduced to the Toastmasters Youth
Leadership Programme (YLP). As a matter of fact, my first impression
of this programme was not positive. During the first meeting, | thought it
was dull and a waste of time. | didn’t like the fact that | had to put efforts
into it other than my studies. But why have | ended up here if | was this

reluctant? X _

The change began ever since | had the chance to present my very
first speech to my dear club members. It was a memorable and vivid
experience for me. After creating my first original speech, | thought it b / ¥
was already in its best form and was ready to be performed. However, e “ bl Q
after going through numerous training sessions, | found out that | still 3

had to make changes in various aspects to be better. My weak body
emotions. | was proven as inexperienced. Awards Rresentation torJessical Jim

language, my vague arguments and most importantly, my hesitant




Ribbon of Resilience

Nonetheless, | was not yet defeated. My pride did not allow me to give up this easily. | took this as a challenge. | fought with
my weaknesses until they have improved. As said, practice does not make perfect, as no one is perfect. Instead, practice
makes improvement. At last, my hard work came to my expectation, | was voted as “Best Speaker”! Although it was just a
small ribbon, it was my first achievement in the Youth Leadership Programme. | felt a sense of encouragement. It was like fuel

to me, pushing me to do better every next time.

Stepping into April, after the In-house Contest Preliminary Round, | had gotten into the finals. This marked the second
beginning of my change of view to the Youth Leadership Programme. | cannot describe how thrilled | was during the
competition. Every competitor performed in their own unique ways, with expressive emotions and funny jokes included. |

assure you it was intense yet entertaining.

Shaking Boots to Standing Ovation

When it was my turn to step onto the stage, | was
shaking in my boots. However, | could not let this
chance of victory slip away just because of my nervous
state! | whispered to myself.

Jessica, the stage is yours right
now. Calm down at once and give
your best. There is no turning
back.

Where Comfort Zones End

Looking back, it was a delightful experience and memory. |
never thought | would have achieved anything in this year's
Youth Leadership Programme. | never knew | had potential
as a public speaker because of how much | looked down
on them in the past. | have acknowledged that | was afraid
of trying new things, afraid of failure.

It would be my biggest mistake if |
had never chosen to join the Youth
Leadership Programme.

| hope my story has let you realize what your heart desires for. If you never dare to step out of your comfort zone, you might
have missed out an opportunities where you may shine. As said, the biggest risk is not taking any risk.

Follow me and close your eyes once again. Do you see anything? | hope you see your future, somewhere you invest your

time and efforts in. A future where you will be seen.
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